This is a briefing paper for a meeting at the School of Forestry with the Minister of Forestry in March 2009.

10/10/11: MoRST & FRST do not have mechanisms for international collaboration as envisaged below. Our new MSI proposal will focus on NZ while seeking key, but limited, partners in Australia.
A New Forest Enterprise: New Zealand Dryland Forest Initiative
Our vision is to select and plant naturally-durable eucalypts on droughty lands (500-900 mm rainfall) from Gisborne to Otago both to establish a new sustainable industry and to sequester carbon. Trees will be grown to yield CCA-free posts for Sustainably Managed Vineyards while securing early cash flow for farmers. Subsequently “coppice and standard” (8-yr poles plus 24-yr sawlogs) woodlots will be on-grown for sawlogs that can match in their intense colour and beauty tropical rain-forest timbers.

Strategy

· A regional-based group under the Marlborough Research Centre Trust including the Marlborough District Council, Proseed (a NgaiTahu trading company) and the University of Canterbury.

· To grow a mosaic of woodlots on drylands to produce the finest hardwoods in the world.

· To create hybrids among these eucalypts that capture the best features of each species. These hybrids would have enforceable registered plant breeding rights (equivalent to patents).
· Potential international collaboration with Austrialia, Chile and others under the P4 and Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreements, yielding environmental, political and scientific gains. 
Logistics

· Proseed is gathering seed for six highly prized naturally-durable eucalypt species that, by the 1940s, had been logged to exhaustion in Australia and survive only in remnant stands in national parks, public reserve land and private lands.
· We are establishing large base populations from which to select breeding populations with elite properties – one tree in 500-3000. While we have huge breeding populations for radiata pine we have failed to screen them properly and even if we had its properties could never match those of these hardwoods. Our new elite breeds will be unique – literally.
· These are high-density woods and these trees will sequester carbon faster than other commercial species on these drylands, e.g. a 6 million tonne sink from 20000 hectares by 2040.

· Replacing CCA-treated pine posts satisfies the needs of Sustainable Wine Growers – no leaching to groundwater, no hazardous waste, no “perceived” contamination of wine.

· Financial benefits. Replacing 900,000 weak CCA-pine posts that break every year in vineyards currently costs $34 million/year, while in 2007 NZ imported $32 million of hardwood from unsustainably managed tropical forests and a further $241 million on wooden furniture.

· Dryland eucalypts are better suited to NZ drylands than pine or any other commercial timber.

· These trees coppice immediately so there is less risk of soil erosion after felling.
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