School of Forestry – University of Canterbury

Community Forestry (FORE 475 & FORE 650)

COURSE INFORMATION

3rd term, 2nd semester, 2010

During 12th July – 30th August (including 3 teaching weeks)

Please note:

Lectures: Eight hours of lectures per week, with additional time for tutorials and workshops to be negotiated. Lectures will be held on Mondays 5:10 – 8:00 pm, Tuesdays 6:10 – 8:00 pm, Wednesdays 5:10 – 8:00 pm, and a tutorial on Thursdays 11:00 – 12:50].
The entire teaching load for the course is delivered in just 3 weeks, so the teaching/learning load will be at a greater intensity than for courses delivered across a full semester.

Course coordinator: Dr Digby Race, Visiting Erskine Fellow, School of Forestry, UC (email: digby.race@canterbury.ac.nz; or drace@csu.edu.au).
The goal of the Community Forestry course is:

‘To equip participants with an understanding, knowledge and skills to critically analyse the social dimension of community-centred forestry – in New Zealand and internationally.’

Course outline:

Week 1:

· Introductions, overview of course, expectations of coordinator & participants,

· Overview of key concepts, challenges and opportunities with community forestry (CF),

· Changing paradigm of forestry: Does CF offer real progress or latent potential?

· Review of key article #1 (Fisher 2003),

· Examples and lessons: International to New Zealand,

· Framework for developing and assessing CF,

· People and forestry: Rights, expectations, capacities and opportunities,

· Community participation: Principles and tools,

· Review of key article #2 (Govern & Langer 2004).

Week 2:

· Community participation: analysis of participation in different situations,

· Public dialogue: Bringing a community perspective into sustainable forest management, 

· The emergence of CF internationally: Experiences and lessons,

· Review key article #3 (Charnley & Poe 2007),

· Different knowledges, values and aspirations: Variations of CF, 

· Scientific and ‘bare foot’ silviculture,

· Power and decision making: Whose values count? 
· Review of key article #4 (Victor 1997).

Week 3:

· Conflict and resolution: Principles, strategies and tools,

· Policies and institutions: Change within and beyond our institutions (govt. & NGO’s),

· Review of key article #5 (Bhattacharya & Basnyat 2005),

· Thirty years of CF in Nepal: Changing perspectives,

· Company-community partnerships: CF as a meeting of interests,

· Has CF really empowered people, or simply planted more trees?

· Review of key article #6 (Scherr et al. 2005),

· Presentations of essay topics,

· Review and reflections on CF.

Assessment items:

1. Oral presentation of essay topic (see assessment item #2), whereby each student gives a presentation of their self-selected topic for 15 minutes to the class [presentations likely to be made in Week 3; 20% of course grade]. Each presentation should outline:
· the relevance and importance of the topic for CF, 
· the key issues linked to the topic, and
· how they will analyse the topic.
2. Written essay to explore in-depth a self-selected example of community forestry (4,000 words for FORE 475, and 6,000 words for FORE 650, example selected in consultation with the Course coordinator in Week 1, with completed essay to be submitted by the 20th August at 5 pm) [30% of course grade] – see marking criteria below.

3. Written exam – to be conducted in Week 4 (Thursday 5 August), with further details to be discussed with students once teaching commences [30% of course grade].

4. Contribution to class discussion when reviewing of key articles [10% of course grade].

5. Contribution to co-learning approach throughout course [10% of course grade].
Marking criteria for essay to explore a self-selected example of CF:
· Use of relevant and credible literature (ie. draw on at least 15 articles) to provide an overview of the context in which the CF example exists (eg. policy, social & commercial context) (30%);

· Discussion of the critical issues the CF example has sought to address (30%);

· Development and use of an analytical framework to assess the ‘success’ of the CF example (ie. how will you judge the progress/success or otherwise of the CF example) (20%);

· Discussion of how the CF example may be refined or improved (10%); and

· Clarity of expression and presentation essay (10%).
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